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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A system for mounting an accessory to a 
vehicle, comprising: 

a linkage arrangement interconnected with the vehicle, wherein the linkage 
arrangement includes a pair or vertically spaced link members, wherein each link 
5 member d e fining defines an inner end and an outer end , wherein the outer ends of the 
link members are vertically spaced apart from each other ; 

a vertical pivot member mounted between the spaced apart outer ends of 
the link members; 

an accessory mount e d to interconnected with the out e r end of th e linkag e 
10 arrang e m e n t vertical pivot member, wherein the accessory is movable for pivoting 
mov e m e nt about a-£rst vertical pivot axis defined by the vertical pivot member ; and 

a linkage mounting arrangement for mounting interposed between the inner 
ends of the linkage arrang e ment to link members and the vehicle , wherein the linkage 
mounting arrangement defines a horizontal axis pivot connection to which the inner end 
15 of each link member is secured; 

wherein pivoting movement of the link members about the horizontal axis 
pivot connection provides for pivoting movem e nt about a second v e rtical axis spac e d 
from th e first v e rtical axis, wh e r e in th e linkag e arrang e ment i s construct e d and arrang e d 
to provid e vertical movement of the link members and the vertical pivot member, and 
20 thereby the accessor y, relative to the vehicle between a raised position and a lowered 
position . 
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3. (Currently Amended) The acc e ssory mounting system of claim 2J_, 
wherein the linkage mounting arrangement is constructed and arranged to enable the 
linkage arrangement and the accessory to be moved about the second vertical pivot axis 
to either a first side of the vehicle or a second side of the vehicle. 

4. The system of claim 21, whereim 

th e linkag e arrang e ment compris e s an upp e r link m e mb e r and a lower link 
m e mb e r; 

th e inner e nd compris e s upp e r and low e r brackets, pivot plat e s, and pivot 

5 pmst 

th e out e r e nd comprises upp e r and low e r brack e t s , pivot plat e s, and pivot 

pins; and 

the out e r e nd furth e r comprises a v e rtical pivot ba r the linkage mounting 
arrangement includes upper and lower mounting brackets interconnected with the 
10 vehicle, and vertically oriented pivot pins that pivotably mount the link members to the 
upper and lower mounting brackets for movement about the second vertical pivot axis . 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4, wherein the ori e ntation 
of brack e ts, pivot plat e s, and pivot pins on th e inn e r e nd allows th e link m e mb e rs to pivot 
verticall y linkage mounting arrangement includes upper and lower mounting plates 
pivotably secured to the upper and lower mounting brackets, respectively, via the 

5 vertically oriented pivot pins, and wherein each link member is secured to one of the 
mounting plates via a horizontally oriented pivot pin that provides vertical pivoting 
movement of the link member relative to one of the upper and lower mounting brackets . 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 421, wherein the vertical 
pivot member comprises a vertical pivot b ar allows the accessory to mov e 
horizontall y that extends between and interconnects the outer ends of the link members . 
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7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein the vertical 
pivot bar compris e s a v e rtically ori e nted bar having extends through a cylindrical sleeve 
thereove r , and wherein the accessory is mounted to the cylindrical sleeve for movement 
about the vertical pivot axis . 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the inner end 
e£4he-linkage mounting arrangement is mounted to the rear of the vehicle. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the inner end 
e£4he-linkage mounting arrangement is mounted to a side of the vehicle. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the linkage 
arrangement is construct e d and arranged to be biased includes a biasing arrangement for 
biasing the linkage arrangement toward a r e tracted the raised p osition. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 0, furth e r 
comprisin g wherein the biasing arrangement includes a biasing member interconnected 
between the linkage mounting arrangement and one of the link members, wherein the 
biasing member is configured to bias the linkage arrangement toward a r e tract e d the 
raised position. 

1 2 . (Currently Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for mounting an accessory to a 
vehicle, comprising! 

-a linkage including a first link member and a second link member, wherein 
the first and second link members are vertically spaced apart and wherein each link 
member defines an inner end and an outer end, and wherein the link member inner ends 
are vertically spaced apart from each other and the link member outer ends are vertically 
spaced apart from each other; 

a linkage mounting arrangement interconnected with the vehicle, wherein 
the inner end of each link member is connected to the linkage mounting arrangement, 
wherein the linkage mounting arrangement defines h aviftg^a first, vertical pivot axis of 
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rotation and a second, horizontal pivot axis of rotation , wherein the first axis is and 
second pivot axes are defined by a -first and second p ivot membe rs, respectively; and 

a generally vertical accessory mounting member interconnected with and 
extending between the outer ends of the first and second link members, wherein the 
15 accessory is mounted to the accessory mounting member for connection to the vehicle 
through the first and second link members and the accessory mounting arrangement . 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 13, wherein the inner 
ends of the first and second link members are connected to respective first and second 
pivot plates, and wherein the second axis is defined by vertically aligned pivot pins 
mount e d within a pivot plat e and mounting structur e forming a part of the linkage 

5 mounting arrangement, wherein the vertically aligned pivot pins extend through openings 
in the first and second pivot plates . 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 13, wh e r e in further 
comprising a biasing member prevents interconnected between the linkage mounting 
arrangement and one of the link members for biasing the linkage from fr ee 
rotation toward a raised position about the first and s e cond ax e s axis . 

16. (Currently Amended) A method of manicuring a lawn, comprising: 
driving a vehicle having a mowing system and an accessory mounting 

system , wherein the accessory mounting system includes vertically spaced first and 
second link members, each of which defines an inner end and an outer end, wherein the 
5 inner ends of the link members are interconnected with the vehicle for movement about a 
horizontal pivot axis for providing movement of the link member outer ends between a 
raised position and a lowered position, and are further interconnected with the vehicle for 
movement about an inner vertical pivot axis, and further comprising a trimming 
accessory mounted to the link member outer ends for movement about an outer vertical 
10 pivot axis ; 

cutting vegetation with the mowing system; 
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when an object is encountered, gripping a handle of an moving the 
accessory mount e d to th e acc e ssory mounting system to the lowered position to lower the 
trimming accessory ; 

15 applying pr e ssure to the handle to pivot th e accessory toward th e ground 

and away from th e vehicl e ; 

directing the trimming accessory toward and around the object via th e handl e b y 

moving the trimming accessory about the outer vertical pivot axis and moving the 

accessory mounting system about the inner vertical pivot axis ; and 
20 cutting the-vegetation surrounding the object with -by movement of the accessory 

about the object . 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 6, wherein the trimming 
accessory includes a handle to assist in movement of the trimming accessory toward and 
about the object, and further comprising the step of releasing the handle after using the 
accessor y, and returning the accessory to return th e acc e ssory to a r e tract e d the raised 

5 position under the influence of a biasing arrangement interconnected with at least one of 
the link members . 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein the vehicle 
driver directs the trimming accessory toward the object while remaining in the-a seat 
associated with the vehicle-seat. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein the vehicle 
driver stops the vehicle and exits the vehicle to direct the accessory toward the object. 

20. (New) The system of claim 2, wherein the linkage mounting 
arrangement includes a vertical axis pivot connection to which the inner end of each link 
member is secured, wherein the vertical axis pivot connection provides pivoting 
movement of the link members about a second vertical pivot axis spaced inwardly from 

5 the first-mentioned vertical pivot axis. 
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21 . (New) The system of claim 2-1-2, wherein the accessory is 
interconnected with the vertical pivot member via an accessory mounting arrangement 
defining an inner end interconnected with the vertical pivot member and an outer end to 
which the accessory is secured, wherein the accessory is located outwardly of the vertical 

5 pivot axis. 

22. (New) The system of claim 13, wherein the accessory is mounted to 
the accessory mounting member via an accessory mounting arrangement that is pivotable 
about a third, generally vertical pivot axis defined by the accessory mounting member. 

23. (New) The system of claim 22, wherein the accessory is 
interconnected with the accessory mounting member via an accessory mounting 
arrangement defining an inner end interconnected with the accessory mounting member 
and an outer end to which the accessory is secured, wherein the accessory is located 

5 outwardly of the accessory mounting member. 

24. (New) The method of claim 16, wherein the accessory mounting 
system includes a vertical accessory mounting member that extends between the outer 
ends of the link members, and wherein the step of pivoting the trimming accessory about 
the outer vertical pivot axis is carried out by pivoting the accessory about the vertical 

5 accessory mounting member. 

25. (New) The method of claim 24, wherein the accessory is 
interconnected with the accessory mounting member via an accessory mounting 
arrangement defining an inner end interconnected with the accessory mounting member 
and an outer end to which the accessory is secured, wherein the accessory is located 

5 outwardly of the accessory mounting member, and wherein the step of directing the 
trimming accessory toward and around the object is carried out by moving the accessory 
mounting arrangement about the accessory mounting member. 
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